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Jan. 13: President of the Brazilian Institute of Environment and Renewable Natural Resources
(IBAMA), Fernando Cesar Mesquita, told reporters that hundreds of thousands of animal skins
confiscated by Institute agents would be burned within the next 30 days. After the initial bonfire,
he added, confiscated materials will be burned on a monthly basis. Jan. 16: In 15 states throughout
the country, federal troops set fire to nearly a half million confiscated Amazon animal skins valued
at $100 million to conclude a year-long government crackdown against smugglers. Furs and leather
products, including purses, belts and women's shoes, were destroyed, said Mesquita. In Rio de
Janeiro, troops with flame throwers torched about 100,000 jaguar, crocodile, monkey, deer, cobra
and wolf skins valued at $4 million as journalists, ecologists and federal authorities stood by. In
a telephone interview with AP from Brasilia, Mesquita said, "This is to show people we mean
business and to teach them to respect the environment." The Institute chief said most of the skins
were confiscated from Brazilian and foreign ships and planes headed for the US, Canada, Asia and
Europe. Mesquita said the burning symbolized a renewed government effort to throttle poachers
and preserve Brazil's tropical forests and the plant and animal species unique to the jungle. Since
the late 1970s, the number of animal, reptile and insect species threatened by extinction has risen
from 83 to 250, according to the latest figures from last year, he said. [Basic data from Jornal de
Comercio (Brazil), 01/13/90; AP, 01/16/90]
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